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Nature and Persian Folktales; from the Ecocriticism Approach

Mahboubeh Khorasani*
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Abstract

Ecocriticism is one of the newest attitudes in Literary criticism and in deed it faces
with two important questions: one, What are the role or roles of environment and
nature in forming of every literary work? And second, what is the point of view and
approach of literary works toward environment? We should say that tales are suitable
texts for answering to these important questions; on one hand, nature has very close
to folk tales which at the opening of every tales we can obviously see cultural
elements and basically they are opening functions of tale. To answer to second
question we can mention that the reflection of nature is sacred, magic, rescuer, helper
and omnipresent as there is empty almost no tale from the elements of nature and
these two are totally interconnected. If in other genres, the presence of nature is
implicit, indirect, transient and indeterminate, certainly, the environment in tales is
fixed and certain and plays a fundamental role in narrative process.

Persia land has marvelous mythical culture which can be search the trace of nature
in. the narration of Mashy and Mashyaneh’s creation has special prominence among
myths that is considered as an origin of human creation from plant and perhaps
presentation of them as rhubarb is the prototype of human creation from plant. In
Shahnameh by Ferdowsi, after the death of Siavash, from that point of ground which
his blood had spilled, grew the plant of Siavoushan. In Greek myths also “from
Aphrodite blood grows rose and from Hyacinthus blood grows hyacinth”. It is seems
the source of these believes refer to unconsciousness of human in deep relationship
with nature elements. Human gives a mass of ethnic unconsciousness from surround
nature, projects many of them in different forms of semi consciousness and
consciousness to own objective world.

In this paper, we studied nature from Ecocriticism perspective in three basis:
sacred and magic nature; transformation and the relation between body limbs’ heroes

* Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Najafabad Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Najafabad, Iran

najafdan@gmail.com

** Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Shahed University, Tehran, Iran
Received: 12/09/2018 Accepted: 13/10/2018

Q883

his work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
Doi: 10.22108/liar.2018.112851.1457



https://liar.ui.ac.ir/article_23866.html

18 Journal of Literary Arts, Document Type: Research Paper, Vol. 11, Issue 2, N0.27, Summer 2019

and nature. As a result we can say that folk tales are the most reasonable text for this
kind of criticism, because if there is no nature, there is no tale; so they need each
other.

Studying on folk tales faced us with a mass of magic fruits and plant which are
archetype of human creation from plant and also the same origin of human and
nature in Ecocriticism attitude; so to speak storytellers unconsciously have
considered this mythical belief as a base model in making their legends.

Transformation of human to plant or animal has high frequency in folk tales too.
It is interesting that transformation to plant in folk tales has high frequency and
transformation to animal has a lot of examples. From the perspective of Ecocriticism,
this alternation of human to plant and animal mentions to unity of human and nature.

Magic elements in tales and belief on it like Simorgh riding, finding correct way
by demon and fairy, passing across river without boat or something else, exploiting
springs and rivers which give us jewelries or wonderful magic fish, all of them make
us in peace with nature and we can hope that people who read folk tales would be
more kind with nature.

This paper, by analytical- method, is a qualitative study that deals with folktales
through Ecocriticism approach and it turns out that nature appears in tales with its
two sacred and magical auras and in tales, the abundance of magical plants that on
the light of archetype perspective, refers to the creation of Man from the plant,
emphasizes on unity of man and nature. It seems that the taletellers unconsciously
base this mythical belief in the creation of their legends. In addition, the presence of
magical natural elements will keep the heroes in peace and reconciliation with nature
and today’s audience of tale also thinks that it is his duty to respect nature and
protect it and reduces his destructive passion for negative domination on nature.

Keywords: Folktale, Nature, Ecocriticism, Criticism Schools.
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