https://liar.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Literary Arts
E-ISSN: 2322-3448
Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 16, Issue 1, No.46, Spring 2024, pp. 79-102
Received: 11/03/2024 Accepted: 29/05/2024

Analysis of Revision and Innovation Methods in the Literary Tradition of Flora Motifs in Zolali
Khansari’s Poetry

Mahindokht Farrokhnia *
Associate professor in Persian Language and Literature, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, Kerman, Iran
mdf@uk.ac.ir

Somayeh Mazhari Sefat
Ph.D. student of Persian Language and Literature, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, Kerman, Iran
mazharisefat@ens.uk.ac.ir

Behjat Al-Sadat Hejazi
Associate professor in Persian Language and Literature, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, Kerman, Iran
hejazi@uk.ac.ir

Abstract

This research tried to explore the use of floral imagery and literary traditions associated with them in the
poetry of Zolali Khansari, a Persian poet of the 11" century. At times driven by necessity and at other times
by poetic talent, Khansari revised traditional literary associations with floral motifs in his work. This study
employed an analytical, descriptive method to investigate Khansari's approaches to these literary traditions.
The findings revealed that Khansari adopted 3 main strategies: repeating established literary traditions,
accompanying traditional imagery with new poetic expressions, and innovating entirely new floral
representations. In many cases, Khansari drew upon his skill in crafting vivid, artistic images to create novel
depictions of motifs like red flower, cypress, anemone, blossom, bud, tulips, and palm tree. These new
imaginative renderings were often showcased in the second stanzas of his poems.

Keywords: Zolali Khansari, Indian Style, Literary Tradition, Flora Motifs, Innovation.

Introduction

The poetic imagery associated with plant life is often informed by the rich literary traditions and
associations each floral motif carries. These established rhetorical and symbolic representations shape the
character and evocative power of these botanical elements. This legacy of literary traditions has permeated
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across various poetic movements, including the Indian style poetry of 11™ century Persia. Seeking to avoid
mere imitation or repetition of these conventional tropes, poets of this era strived to adopt fresh perspectives
on the literary traditions surrounding floral imagery. Their aim was to build upon the established depictions,
adding new descriptive layers and expanding the poetic potential of these botanical motifs. Zolali Khansari, a
prominent 11" century practitioner of the Indian poetic style, is notable for his engagement with the literary
traditions linked to floral imagery. In addition to drawing upon these established associations, Khansari also
recognized them as a rich creative platform to showcase his own poetic innovations. Aware that the repetition
of conventional floral tropes could lead to stagnation, Khansari sought to recast these traditions from new
vantage points, injecting dynamism and expansion into his poetic renderings of botanical elements. This study
therefore aimed to examine Zolali Khansari's approaches to the literary traditions surrounding floral motifs in
his poetry and how these approaches manifested in his work.

Materials & Methods

This study examined the full poetic corpus of Zolali Khansari comprising 13,252 verses by using a library
research and document analysis methodology. The verses containing plant-based imagery were closely
scrutinized and the most frequently occurring floral motifs in Khansari's poetry were identified. A descriptive-
analytical approach was then employed to qualitatively examine and analyze the treatment of these botanical
elements from the lens of established literary traditions.

Research Findings

The analysis revealed the 13 most prevalent floral motifs in Zolali Khansari's poetry to be leaf, violet, vine,
grass, red flower, cypress, hyacinth, anemone, blossom, bud, tulips, palm tree, and narcissus. The poetic
renderings of these botanical elements exhibited three primary approaches employed by Khansari:

1. Repetition of Literary Traditions: Khansari's poetry frequently echoed established literary
tropes associated with these floral motifs, utilizing techniques like simile, personification, and
fantastical etiologies.

2. Accompanying Literary Traditions with New Imagery: Alongside repeating conventional associations,
Khansari also transformed the common usage and imagery of these floral elements, introducing novel poetic
expressions. Table 1 outlines the specific methods Khansari employed in this second approach.

Table 1: A summary of the methods employed in the second approach (source: authors' findings)

Row Methods
1 Alongside repeating the literary tradition, he altered its conventional visual application.
2 Concurrently with reiterating the literary tradition surrounding a motif, he depicted a novel image of that
motif through the establishment of lexical proportions.
3 He juxtaposed two distinct literary traditions - one plant-based and one from another thematic domain -
in a way that the second literary tradition became an attribute of the first motif.
4 He reiterated the literary tradition around the floral motif, but selected an image contrary to that
established tradition, thereby creating a new poetic rendering.
5 He repeated two motifs - one familiar and one novel - and accompanied one of these motifs with a fresh
image.
6 Concurrently with restating the literary tradition around a motif, he presented a new and unprecedented
image of that motif, which emerged from the fusion of novel imagination with the literary tradition.
7 He reiterated a literary tradition, but simultaneously used it as a foundation to construct a new poetic image.
8 The literary tradition was repeated indirectly and through associative meaning, upon which a new image
was then created.
9 By reiterating the literary tradition of a motif, he redirected that tradition to another motif, thereby
generating a novel image from this transference.
10 Through a fleeting allusion to a literary tradition, he presented a new poetic image.
11 By harmonizing and balancing the components of the literary traditions surrounding a motif, he depicted
a fresh image of that same motif.
12 He reiterated the literary tradition in a manner that gave rise to a fantastical etiology and consequently a
new image of the motif.
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13 He created a new image by synthesizing various literary traditions.
14 He situated the literary tradition within a novel metaphorical or ironic construction, which was formed
on the basis of proportion and fantastical etiology.

3. Innovation: In this third approach, Khansari distinguished his poetic voice from his predecessors by
discovering novel proportions, similarities, unities, and harmonies between the visual components of plants
and other phenomena. Through this process, he established a sense of moderation and balance, while also
creating fantastical etiologies interwoven with similes and descriptive compounds and considering the content
and spatial dynamics of the verse.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Despite drawing upon established literary traditions related to plant imagery, Zolali Khansari made
concerted efforts to move beyond common and conventional depictions. By replacing these traditional
associations with new poetic expressions, Khansari demonstrated remarkable innovation and creativity in his
rendering of floral motifs. The findings of this study revealed that Khansari's treatment of each botanical
element was largely shaped by the pre-existing literary traditions surrounding that particular motif. One of his
key approaches involved the direct repetition of these established tropes. However, Khansari also built upon
this foundation, utilizing various techniques to generate fresh, unexpected images from within the literary
tradition. Moreover, Khansari's refined artistic sensibilities allowed him to create truly novel and
unprecedented depictions of motifs, such as red flower, cypress, anemone, blossom, bud, tulips, and palm tree.
Through these innovative approaches, Khansari was able to imbue botanical imagery with a renewed
dynamism and expressive potency in his poetry.



82

Literary Arts, Vol. 16, Issue 1, No.46, Spring 2024



P
VY VA o OF Yl (87 L)) sled ceas s Ul

VEYTA Sy sl VEYATTY sy 00

P sl s sl 5o gkl Y5 6508 5 R shre s Jolou

(bl 5 (Y i 45 g02e)

Ol Ol S Ol Sl A o815 ¢ Ll oo 5 Sloal 0aSls ()l Dlosl 5 0L 05 5 JLisls ¢ L EA S e
mdf@uk.ac.ir
Ol el S Ol S b gl o820 (Sl e 5 Sloal aaSiils ()l Dlosl 5 05 (5555 (s amiils (Dl (g e e
mazharisefat@ens.uk.ac.ir
Olnl c0le S c0le Sl Ao o8l ¢ Ll p sk 5 Soloal aaSCisls «pmnsls sl 5 05 05 5 Sl (g5l Slsldl oy
hejazi@uk.ac.ir

o A

B 3 n S ol (oLl V5 s sl oy 1 S el by ol slain 5 LS (sla s sa
SLasisn & by ol lacin (6 S5k 4 (s B 3 4 ol8 5 s pon oS (55 Auas o SIS 1y (6 passl
L Y5 b Sy (s o 5 s 5 S b ol i el il 035 ez 55 2l 55 aLS
L agrlpe oo o 315 0L sy ol (slasysiws il 03,8 ) (ALS Slassigo 40 by o o3l Slacin 1y 2
o3 e b sl i e sl i 1SS sl anils 3 Soss am aS Glasdge a4 by e ol slain
03U slaas 08U58 o b 0T 5168 ol a3y 3l Sl LSS 5ol slas S 5l (S i 5l sl
0330 5 55 S pslaas s pslas gy il 55 oS Sl b el adl s ol Y5 ol 0550 Lla $ 1SKs
R G Bl 5 sl ol CIELS 55T oy S Y e S GRS s e S (sl e ) ity
sl 035 oSS g 0303 75 g3 ¢l s
o3l ALS Sl sn ol S (st S (5l g IV ey S

CJLSKA JJ}.«A *
ALS GLasise bt 53 ol V5 osls 5 6,550 Slaesed o (VF2F) Ll Cong (S3lm o «Dlio (5 o (b5 (pnge o 5
DTV () 1F sl 555 (5l g IV Sl 4o sazee)

- @IOICIO,
2322-3448 © University of Isfahan EY _NC _ND

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND/4.0/ License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

d 10.22108/LIAR.2024.140956.2368


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4462-3149
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/23223448
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.22108/liar.2024.140956.2368

PEeX ol (FF o) o) ol as ils w3l 055 | AF

dadis N

S i LSS st 025 Olels isupldl ol e (Ol 53 5 s JS) QLS ezl anb lrolidy 5 soad
Llg St (LUl edis alllS e 5 (9303503 & sazme by san sl 0l ol sl OL3 jad (gla s 5
S ) e Lasdse 5o B (NY o YY) (s e 2015 a3 bt OV s 5 (bl o sl Ol el
sl 5l iy el a5 S ISs 0T b L1 55 65 305§ 50 355 a3 sl i a5 digy e sledia i
ol 45 614580 el 03550 ol en w545 o3l &3S 1 LS 55 e a aS el Sl 3 sla, OLLS @ by e g ad
Slaciw O il an pske 3 0ol O 5 ol g0 OF sl 5 Shs #M Bme (ol i b S e
Al 3 o ) o QLS s by 3l sl b e Erd 3 ot L oo (23]

LS e 53 O j i S5 Al ol 5 S 5 et bis slaslmn 5 delsh slmeas L ol i ST s
5ol dlels slac gl 5 Lagsls 5o blie 53 s 3l latinn 4 O o Shusly o (S0l p0s Ol
S ol OLaLS s byn s ad uslal g pdse ol Ss bl el 1 i) ad Sl 5 oale Yol
53 sLausT 5 5 et bl 4 35 (6 B3 5 Solee Ol &l e oS el T S sl 53 0lels 2 5
Ll 035 Cass ALS (sla s se sl

5 OKBIS sl 55 (6 S5k (sl n S Ol sho LIS (5355 5 oler! = ool gLl i L Ol cnl
3 0 plas Ll canonlsl el 3 g s 4 3 50 0l (30 e Ol,els Sy oS Jldnl 5 1S5 5 s 5l 5 8
S 3 S oS A o o g il Sl S ey nl 53 5 L3S e a sl 65 5 0 5 bt (S6 G
e S 48 (g S lalinl (Y42 Lo VFrY OLSGs 5 (anil) ol g 50 31 (5 ST sl L
(il Cmeb 4 a3 55 0T ool Sl g 50 30 5 (FAY Lo ATAQ (> 528) (S ng..m.TJ.i.Li Sow Loy g0kl o sl
ALS Glassse by se ol gaciv wolss A LG il OF 1) 0y cpl 0ol (O .o MYV (SIS ai)
ol V5 itz Cay ALS Glapisn ol 6,0l g 5 dlih Oty Sl 5 o5 @ sl
= s 3l S g e dle (e easily e 3 s S ol 5 1S g Ol 5 S (VYOS )
e il s Glels S Sl Sl S b s S e 0l AUS Slasise s by e

i 0L,

S ol 4 Odeis SB S s ol Y5 ad s LS lasise T sl LSS sl 3l
o 5 833 sl 1SS Sl 51 ABTL bl N5 Sy el 0355 Bl sl cnl 53 sosl5 s
03,5 N pd g m pmilr 5 B SG 3 ad S 5 g ad skl il 5 35S, rge LS gla s e
sps i s Ll lar (ol s 5l fed B S bl OLalS (slap e 3 i Lt 5115 030 gy U ol
L 03 La S 5 B S e 65 Gl sl 21saS 630 Ceal 4 4z gl s 0nll iy s
o gl s Ll 0T e cpl aS Glasse (50 s Slil Ol 33 Siales 5 wlis cols
e el S ol s a3 ebdsl Slasd s 4 b e

Las Sy ol 5 Sy a3 (ALS lagisn & by ol Slacin ol s bl V5 slas S5,
Sulanl 3 pas S

PR3 iy V)

4 S 3 01Ky a8 s sm ol md bl o 58 L 51 SS Olse 4 (Ol 5 W IS) OLLS e
O llas sdias 45 1 ske 035 ol b )b p b Slasl 3 olS 5 8 S 3 (IYVY) 2 dsal gl 8o



AD | oLt 5 L 26 s g / AL (Sla s so sl o oledlsnt Y sslsi 5 (6 KL (slae gt fulows

53 olS 5 S ClS L3 (WYAQ) ol S e Sl 035 oy o 1) 0ALS o slas s (6515 S Iaseas sbesd olal
SlaclsS 5 o5 bse slaasle 5 lusias wlca) ;3 (g s ,\.asl),j,)\‘cﬁ )\erlpj Sheslatal b b s Jlo s
Slassgo pslas Sl S Sl 63 S oy )b a3 5 OWLS slas S B ie mbie 5 0T 8 5 ad
25 Le ol 5o bl bsdge opl o8 LT U ol (gin S nd 53 (63,8 ol 51 S (Ol s 5 W JS) OlalS
L OF ceal 55 0L, 25 5 (YV .o AYAY aSLE) Wgls ol 55 o5l Sl 3l 036 (50 s (slaaSid slons]
S s SLS 5l el sl s se Ol 5 loh e 5o (0FAY) (5 2 5 (o ¢ Joasd Bolo 450l (5l el s
o 4 Wlodewr; S cpl @ (55 b 53 Lol el 03130LE 5 Ol s 61581 s 2 b (Gl &l ol yslas 5 ol
(WWA0) 5,38 o 5 ke ol wntls Ol s Sl o 5 4 slad 5 Sl ailS o bazad carns 51 eslizull
Al ol dslee Coplad 5 el 2B e 2 LS Sl Ol s AL;‘)J.?)) sl 5 e ol e s
Slo—allds 5 0Ll el azils a5 Ol 83 5 S edr Slasssls s SUsE 55 o oS Wledens
o=l a5 e S ey 55 a3 15 el 5 IS slae s wgshas i Dl 55 Sk slae sl Alis 55 (1Y49)
.g;..ﬂl\)bdjjx_.i);bW@}iﬁwjﬂgm.auﬂj@byy (omelze 3l glae o 55 a8 Wledw ;) a2e

ol IV g S Ol 23 O el Sla Sty O5SU s o 0L 5 g ey (w2 (R 0k
Eibpe b ass S Gl nl by il 03,0 s il 4 b e ol slacin 5 aLS (sl e S 51
B PPN W PR P dlﬂ})}b)6¢w‘@:§§ﬁjkﬁfw‘ om0 3 g o 0dsd (S ad 3
a5 6555 5 S ) s KL e as Gl | )l e 3l S 53 OLLS (sla s ge SKua b
AL Gl S a3 OlalS

BT B XTAN

e Dl o35 Juld (g Ll Y5 SIS e gazma ) (g5l 5 lbulS 2as Gl p Shass opl o3
55 4y Sa alS glasdge o Sdelis o T Ol 5l 5 0l sy ALS olis 0 by o Sl OF 5 e o5 S anllas

Cou.Y

cd;"u_.:u (g g LJ.:;_M €9yt €0 mnn cL;.Q) c(ﬁhju)g;;.-)b c)b?; M:..m.% S L(LS)}M) C).w o M..L.il.u c;ff cu‘j&)‘
ﬁf}J@cd)JLCUYLWLdJJ& cJMcGﬁ

LS")la ol e LL'».O) L(&LO)}J&‘L’ g;})b c)ta.- 54.'1«..; cJu.:z Ld‘j&)‘) @ij..é& \'cb.LZJSJJMYv U'i‘ Q\tﬂj\
So S s sl s opl sl SLTIl I s s ad paeame 53 S VS S (USS L (000
Sy 4 by &sldugiwpaxbgpﬂtp‘wl)u\twﬁ%e:jljxﬁ)l]{} 550 Olgsas AlS a2
)lv_..:oué.)ujff):dux:y ui\)'i)u LA WSl ‘_;:J‘Q:.wjla.w)\ LS}J*“;’)J)‘ﬁﬁ JAS‘}:S)A VY Qb.&b
el 03 S Ty 5sad S ad 53 3,595 4w b dites (gLl Y5 (gl slas

o)l}j}gﬂ;bdﬂ&:ﬂudﬁ‘ﬂ -

LS)JT)’. a



PEer ol (FF o) o) apladt quas sl Sl o 3l 035 | A#

NG PR WP ER AR L;LMJKJJ)\ Ji...':ﬁ

80
&0
o
§ 40
20
0 T T T
e L] ks gl by ordl eb a1y EELES
LYY

P L g bl aoed oLl Y5 las S, el N S
figure 1. Zolali Khansari’s approaches to the images of flora motifs
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(source: authors' findings)
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figure 2. The frequency of images of flora motifs in the first approach
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Table 2: A summary of the methods of the second approach (source: authors' findings)
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figure 3. The frequency of images of flora motifs in the second approach
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figure 4. The frequency of images of flora motifs in the third approach
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